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NORTH ATLANTIC TROPICAL DISTURBANCES OF 1938
By WiLnis E. Hugp

[Weather Buresu, Washington, January 1939]

The hurricane season of 1938 in North Atlantic tropical
waters lasted for 3 months, or from about the 10th of
August until the 10th of November. Of the eight dis-
turbances charted, one was of such slight intensity that
it did not cause winds of gale force; two caused gales not
exceeding 8 or 9 in force; one attained local force of 11
on 1 day; one attained hurricane force in local squalls on
1 day;and three may be classed as true hurricanes, among
them one being of long sustained, terrific energy which
resulted in a major disaster on September 21 to Long
Island and a considerable part of New England, where in
the neighborhood of 600 lives were lost and property to
the value of at least a quarter billion dcllars was destroyed.
This was one of the few hurricanes of record to carry
heavy destruction into the New England states.

Five of the disturbances were shallow, in that their
lowest reported central barometer readings did not fall
to 29.50 inches; in two of the hurricanes the barometer
fell below 29 inches, but in that of September central
pressures were near or below 28 inches during most of its
charted course.

Economically, exclusive of the New England hurricane,
damage result.m]f from the 1938 disturbances was com-
paratively small, amounting perhaps to slightly more
than a quarter million (estimated) dollars, ofy which
the greatest part was done in southern Louisiana by the
hurricane of August 9-14.

A synopsis of some of the more important features of
the eight disturbances of 1938 is given in the table here-
with. Their tracks, numbered I to VIII chronologically,
are shown in the accompanying chart.

Four of the disturbances of the year crossed the Gulf of
Mexico, and the entire eight were asscciated in all or
some portions of their paths with the general West Indian
region. Three were unusual in path. The track of the
disturbance of October 10-17 (V) was very erratic in the
Gulf of Mexico; that of October 17-21 (VI) originated in
the extratropics near Bermuda and took a southwesterly
course toward Florida; that of November 6-10 (VIII)
took first a northwesterly then a southwesterly course into
the Caribbean Sea.
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North Atlantic tropical disturbances of 1938

[Synopsis of troplesl disturbances of 1938 (number of storm in table corresponds to number of track on accompanying chart)]

415

Lowest barometer
reported

Place of dissipation

Intensity

Remarks

. Place where first Maximum wind
S8torm Date reported Coast lines crossed velocity reported
) S Aug.8-101._..{ East of Puerto | None. Force 12, E., 8. 8.
Rico. West Jsleta.
) § P Aug. 9-14__.__ ‘Windward Islands | Louisiana._..._.__ 95 miles, E., Grand
Cayman Island.
oI....... Aug. 23-28____| Central Caribhean| Mex{co............ Force 12, 8, 8. 8.
Ses. Aguwistar; 80 miles
. 8. Sama.
IVi.o.o. Sept. 16-223_..{ Near 21° N., 52° | Connecticut....... Force 12, by several
Ww. ships and land sta-
tions.
Veeaieaee Oct. 10-17___._ Near Tela, Hon- | Mexico, Texas....| Force 9, NE,, S. 8.
duras. El Isleo.
Vi...... Oct. 17-20__.__ Near Bermuds....] None........__..._ Force 6, 2 ships_.....
VIIL...... Oct. 23-24_____ Near west-central | Florida; coast line | Force 8, NW., S, 8.
Gulf of Mexico. of North Caro- Bertha Brovig.
lina and Massa-
chusetts.
VIIL..... Nov.6-103_ __.| Halti............. Cuba... Force 11, N, 8. 8,
Maravi.

20.68, Tortola Island...

29,56, Lake Charles,
La.

28.92, 8. 8. Agwister...

27.85, B. 8. Carinthia. ..

20.41, 8. 8. Wallace E.
Pratt.

29.78, mnear Florida
coast.

29.68, South Carolina
coast before merging
with northern Low.

29.54, Great Ragged
Island, Bahamas.

Florida Straits.._.

W estern Loulisi-
ans.

North of Baha-
ma Islands.
Merged with an
extra-troplecal
LOW over New

England.
Northwestern
Caribbean,

Squalls of hurri-
cane intensity
on the 8th,

Hurricane.........

Hurricane__.......
Intense hurricane.
Not of hurricane

intensity.
Slight_.._.ocooo.o.

Slight to moderate

Not of burricane
intensity.

Damage slight (A).

About a quarter mil-
lion damage, mostly
in Louisiana (A).

Some damage due to
\&h)ld and storm tide

Very damaging to New
England. About 600
lives lost. Property
damage $250,000,000
to $300,000,000 (B).

No damage reported

(C).
©).
(C).

Some damage due to
wind and to wave
erosion on the Flor-
ida east coast (D).

Complete reports of these disturbances may be found in the MONTHLY WEATHER
REVIEW: (A) August 1938; 66: 240, 241. (B) September 1938; 66: 286, 288. (C) October
1938; 66: 325. (D) November 1938; 66: 378.

t Dhlsglillx;bance continued until the 10th, but there was no organized storm center except
on the 8th,

1 Some ovidence of cyclonic circulation near 19° N., 37° W, on the 13th, but storm was
not deflnitely charted until the 16th.
3 Disturbed conditions occurred over the Leeward Islands as early as the 4th, but no
organized storm center until the 6th.
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[Paris.

mie nouvelle . . . 2.

p- 73-91.
Bulletin.

e.)
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